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Buddha. Incredible exaggeration prevails throughout the book, rising mentions the Jatakamala as popula* among the Buddhists of his time. A Chinese transla-ttott of another workof Arya Sura belongs to 434 A.D. Therefore the Jatakamala may be assigned to the 3rd or the 4th century A.D. Many works by Buddhist authors, prose poems and champus, are based upon plots derived from this collection of stories.
The Avadanas
The Avadanasataka is  another  popular book  of es of the Buddhists.   The Avadanas are stories of great and ilkstnous deeds exemplifying the reward of
r^l- ^ ChDg UP the moral P^ccpts of the Buddhists. The central theme is to illustrate how any act of devotxon towards Buddha and his followers causes infinite good to men whereas an insult to them brings _ untold miseries. The chief among the Avadana Ute is to Avadanasataka of unknown authorship. Though the tales themselves must be more ancient, towork may be assigned to the I or II century A.0. ^ a Chinese transl atjon of the work is said to have been made early in III centurv A D Tk
A.D.
*•he Buddhists from very early times and the chief among them are contained in the Jatakamala of Arya Sura. It is written mainly in prose with many verses interspersed. The book contains anecdotes of Buddha's life in several former births, and is meant to illustrate the various qualities of perfection that go to make themantic tales of later ages. Many dramatists and writers of prose romances have taken their plots from this source and .many others have modelled their characters on those of Gunadhya. njst *%krit Literature,   :      Agastya or Vidyanatha, the author of Balabharata
